Dear 4-H and FFA youth participant,
Welcome to the Southwest Florida and Lee County Fair Skill-a-thon study guide.
This manual is provided as a study guide and should be used as an aid to help
youth prepare for the skill-a-thon which will be held at the Southwest Florida Lee
County Fair.
A Skill-a-thon is a method of involving 4-H and FFA youth in challenging
activities to increase knowledge of their animal project. The skill-a-thon is
designed to take youth through a series of mini learning stations and the activities
involve hands on learning. Participants will rotate from station to station
attempting to perform a given task.
Junior participants will have fewer stations than Intermediate and Senior youth. It
is recommended that youth study the entire booklet to prepare them for this
challenge.
Curriculum in this package was developed by Extension Services. If you have
questions, please contact your 4-H or FFA leader to assist you with your
preparation.
Study hard and you will be successful with this skill-a-thon.
Sincerely,

Cathy Suggs
Lee County 4-H Agent

Identify the names and
descriptions of different
breeds

Chester White

Poland China

Duroc

Spotted

Hampshire

Yorkshire

Landrace
Berkshire

Know the parts of a hog

Identify the different cuts
of pork

Know the proper
conformation of your swine

Side View
 The pig should be muscular, sturdy, and fast growing.
 He should be long, especially through the loin and rump.
 The hams should be plump and meaty indicating good muscling throughout.
 He should move freely, with a long, smooth stride.
 The pig should be clean through the jowls and trim over his top, side and belly.
 His bone should be strong and rugged.
 He should have plenty of room for heart and lungs in his chest.
 The pig should move freely, with a long, smooth stride.
 A pig with a short, choppy stride (often called "Peggy") indicates conformation problems,
usually being short bodied and rumped, or is unsound on his feet and legs.
Rear View
 A muscular pig will be wider through his
hams than through his shoulders.
 The hams should be well muscled,
both inside and outside the leg.
 He should stand wide behind, to allow
room for muscling in his hams.
 He needs some spring and cushion to
his pastern to stay sound on his feet.
Front View
 The pig should be plenty wide through his
chest between his front legs.
 Narrow chested pigs are very prone to
colds and pneumonia.
 He needs some spring and cushion to his
pastern to stay sound on his feet.
Combining all of the characteristics listed in one animal would create an animal with ideal swine
conformation.

Know how to read and
identify the parts of a
medication label

Know about the different
key nutrients

Nutrients – are components in foods that an organism uses to survive and grow.
There are two types, Macro and Micro. Macro provide the bulk energy an
organism's metabolic system needs to function while micro provide the necessary
cofactors for metabolism to be carried out. Both types can be acquired from the
environment.
Water – is an essential nutrient and is the solvent in which all the chemical
reactions of life take place.
Proteins – are organic compounds that consist of amino acids joined by peptide
bonds. The body cannot manufacture some of the amino acids (termed essential
amino acids); the diet must supply them. This nutrient is broken down through
digestion by proteases back into free amino acids
Carbohydrates – are compounds made up of types of sugars. They are classified
by their number of sugar units: monosaccharides (such as glucose and fructose),
disaccharides (such as sucrose and lactose), oligosaccharides, and polysaccharides
(such as starch, glycogen, and cellulose).
Fats – are needed to keep cell membranes functioning properly, to insulate body
organs against shock, to keep body temperature stable, and to maintain healthy
skin and hair.

Know what all pigs are
used for

Heart Valves

Identify each feedstuff as
well as be able to classify
them into nutrient groups
it

The skill of properly identifying feedstuffs and additives, as well as understanding their purpose
in the feed ration will enable you to ensure that your swine project is receiving the proper
nutrients. It will also allow you to make critical feeding adjustments to alter the way your project
puts on condition, or the speed at which your project grows.

Energy

Whole Corn

Grain Sorghum (Milo)

Rye

Cracked Corn

Barley

Wheat

Oats

Wheat Middlings

Protein

Soybean Meal

Fish Meal

Dried Wheat

Mineral

Dicalcium Phosphate

Ground Limestone (Calcium Carbonate)

White Salt

Trace Mineral Salt

Identify what each piece
of equipment is

Show Whip

Clip in Feeder

Rice Root Brush

Grill Brick

Soft Bristle Brush

Pump Up Sprayer

Foam Tipped Insemination Rod

Clippers

Spirette Insemination Rod

Wood Shavings

Nipple Waterer

Heat Lamp

Sorting Panel

Needles

Cup Waterer

Farrowing Crate

Syringe

Ear Notchers

Feed Pans

Scales

Know what to look for
when selecting your pig

Structure – “Build them from the ground up.” That’s a phrase you hear from every judging
coach or livestock judge throughout the country repeatedly until you get sick of it, but there is a
reason for that. Without a doubt, structure in show pigs, or any type of livestock is the most
important factor. Feet and legs are something that you cannot change as your pigs grow and
develop and that is why it is so important. Just as the phrase states, start from the ground and
work your way up. Study the pig’s feet to make sure their toes are square and even, while still
keeping in mind that they have the right set to their pasterns. You don’t want pigs that are too
soft nor too rigid in their pasterns. Study their build next. Make sure they have proper angles to
their shoulder and hind leg, yet get out and move like a cat. Next, study how square they are
through their chest and once you get behind them. A hog that is too straight, stiff or bowlegged
as a baby, will be that way for the rest of their life. I guarantee that.
Width – “This guy is a Mack truck coming at me.” Once you get past structure, there are a lot of
different things to study next. Making sure that hogs are wide and have some dimension to them
is crucial. One that is wide coming at you and going away will certainly grab the attention of a
judge.
Rib and Body – “This one is barrel ribbed.” We want hogs that have some rib and dimension to
them and that directly correlates to hogs having some performance. Show pigs that are sappy
bellied and deep bodied will be an easier feeding kind of a hog compared to one that is tube
gutted and flat ribbed. This will just help make sure your pig grows and gets to your desired
weight.
Muscle/Freshness – This is where many people get fooled and make the most mistakes. We
want pigs to look their best, in terms of muscle and freshness, on show day (265-285 pounds). A
show pig that looks “12 o’clock” at 60 pounds will more than likely not look like that as it gets
older. A pig that is a littler “greener” in their muscle is a good thing. That means that their
muscle will mature later on in its life and you will more than likely have much more success later
in the show season.
Balance/Look – This is usually the last thing you look for when judging pigs, but it is still
important in the show ring. I always ask a few simple questions, “Does everything fit?” “Does
their bone match their body?” etc. If you compare this to body builders, they may have huge
arms and a big chest but they typically have tiny legs and a small head. They just look weird and
“nothing fits.” The same concept applies to show pigs. Yes, we want pigs that are huge boned,
big backed and thick ended but if all the pieces on the pig don’t fit, you will be left in the middle
of the class. Finally, we want some look and attractiveness to your show pig. Make sure they are
tall fronted and level down their top and out through their hip. This will only help the pig look
more balanced as it floats across the show ring and into the final drive.
Each judge has their own type of hog that they like, but keep things simple and don’t over
analyze judging pigs. Wide ones beat narrow ones; sound ones beat crippled ones and let muscle
drive you in the right direction.

