Matching names and
descriptions

Identifying different
coat colors

Bay – Bay horses run from light reddish or
tan shades to dark brown and
mahogany/auburn shades. Bay horses
always have black points (legs, muzzle,
mane and tail, and the tips of their ears
are black). Many bay horses have black
legs that are covered by white markings.

Gray – Gray horses have black skin with
white or gray hair. Many horse people
will call a gray horse "white", but if their
skin is dark, they are gray! Gray horses
are born dark, sometimes black or
brown, and their hair coat turns lighter as
they grow older.

Chestnut – Chestnut, (also known as
"sorrel"), is reddish brown. The points
(mane, tail, legs and ears) are the same
color as the horse's body (other than
white markings). Chestnuts range from
light yellowish brown to a goldenreddish or dark liver color. All chestnuts
have shades of red in their coats.

Black – Black horses have pure black coats
with no signs of brown or any other
color

Dun – Dun horses have a sandy/yellow to
reddish/brown coat. Their legs are
usually darker than their body and
sometimes have faint "zebra" stripes on
them. Dun horses always have a "dorsal"
stripe, which is a dark stripe down the
middle of their back. Sometimes the
dorsal stripe continues down the horse's
dock and tail, and through the mane.
Many dun colored horses also have face
masking, which makes the horse's nose
and sometimes the rest of the face a
darker color than the horse's body.

Buckskin – Buckskin horses are a light-todark sandy yellow or tan color with all
black points. Buckskins are very similar
to duns, however, buckskins do not have
a dorsal stripe or other "primitive"
markings that are shown in the dun
color.

Palomino – Palomino horses have goldcolored coat with a white or light cream
colored mane and tail. The Palomino's
coat can range from a light off-white
shade to a deep shade of gold.

Blue Roan – A Blue Roan is a black horse
with the roan gene. Roan horses have
otherwise solid colored coats, but with
white hairs interspersed. The white hairs
are not actual spots, but single white
hairs mixed with the darker coat color

Identifying face and
leg markings

Bald Face - A bald face is when the
marking on their face extends to
the eyes or past

Star - Stars are found in all sizes on
the foreheads of horses
everywhere. A number of different
terms have popped up for markings
in this location, if it’s between the
eyes & more than just a spot of
white, it is a star.

Apron Face - Similar to the bald face,
except an apron face literally looks
like it’s wearing an apron of white
over the color. White extends along
the jaw to the throat latch &
generally covers the whole muzzle
Stripe - A stripe is similar to a blaze in
that it runs down the center of the
face, but it is much thinner –
almost a line.

Blaze - Probably the most common face
marking, the blaze is found on
horses of every breed & color. It is
a broad white stripe down the
middle of a horses face, generally
starting at the forehead & running
all the way to the nose, or mouth.

Snip - The snip is a small white
marking between a horses nostrils.
It can be any shape & ranges in
size from a small dot to a larger
blotch. This marking is often seen
in conjunction with other facial
markings like a star or a faint

Coronet - This is the smallest of the leg
markings & shows the least amount
of white. The mark is only
displayed around the coronet band,
generally rising no more than an
inch up from the hoof.

Sock - The sock white marking extends
beyond the fetlock but doesn’t
reach above the knee or hock of the
animal

Stocking - Perhaps the flashiest &
definitely the largest of the white
markings. Stockings extend above
the knee or hock & can bleed onto
the flank or belly.
Pastern - Often difficult to distinguish
from the coronet marking, the
pastern takes up where it leaves
off. The white mark extends more
than an inch above the hoof over
the pastern but stops at or below
the fetlock joint.

Labeling the parts of the
body

Front View
Rear View
Front Side View
Rear Side View

Determining the horses
age by the development
of the teeth

Identifying Feed Types

Whole Grain Oats

Dried Sugar Beat Pulp

Soybean Oil Meal

Dicalcium Phosphate

Trace Mineral Salt or Salt

Dehydrated Alfalfa Meal Pellets

Whole Grain Wheat

Dry Molasses

Steam Rolled Barley

Wheat Bran

Whole Kernel Corn or Maize

Ground Limestone (Calcium Carbonate)

Identify tack and
equipment

Brush


Oval Finishing Brush or Soft-Bristle Body
and Face Brush

Lunge Whip


Lunge Whip with 6’ Lash

Foal Feeder


Adjustable Foal Feeder or Creep Feeder

Chifney Bit


Chifney Bit, Anti-Rearing Bit, or Colt Leading
Bit

Stall Guard


Web Stall Guard

Bucket


Flat Back Bucket

Hay Bag


Canvas Hay Bag

Feed Tub


Round Rubber Feed Pan or Feed Tub

Horseshoe


Aluminum Horseshoe, Ready-Made Shoe, or
Racing Plate

Halter


Nylon Halter

Leg Wraps


Quilted Leg Wraps or Equine Wraps

Snaffle Bit


Blanket


Quilted Nylon Horse Blanket

Hollow Mouth Eggbutt Snaffle Bit

Hobbles


Leather Hobbles or Figure “8” Hobbles

Lead


Cotton Lead Rope or Rope Lead

Surcingle


Web Surcingle or All-Purpose Surcingle

Lunge Line


Web Lunge Line with Chain

Sweat Scraper


Aluminum Sweat Scraper or Body Scraper

Hoofpick


Vinyl Coated Steel Hoofpick

Grooming Mit


Pebbled Rubber Grooming Mit

Identifying common
parasites and their
effects

secondary invasion of screwworm and also
cause much blood loss. Being intermittent
feeders, they are known mechanical transmitters
of diseases such as anthrax, tularemia,
anaplasmosis, and equine infectious anemia
(EIA).

Horse Bots
Horse bots are bot fly larvae and are internal
parasites of horses. The horse bot larvae develop
in the stomach of horses causing symptoms
ranging from stomach ulcers, and esophageal
paralysis to occlusion of the digestive tract.

Stable Fly
The stable fly , is similar to the house fly in size
and color, but the bayonet-like mouthparts of the
stable fly differentiate it from the house fly.
Unlike the flies already discussed, both sexes of
the stable fly are vicious biters. They are strong
fliers and range many miles from the breeding
sites.

Horse Fly
Because of their painful bites and frequent
attacks, horse flies produce frenzied behavior in
their hosts, sometimes causing them to run long
distances in an effort to escape. Horse flies
introduce an anticoagulant into the bite wound
which causes blood to ooze for up to eight
hours. These wounds are excellent sites for

Biting Minge

The life cycles and habits of midges affecting
livestock is poorly known. The biting midges are
considered the most important livestock pests of
this group. One species is a known vector of
bluetongue virus in sheep and cattle. Damage is
usually seen in skin reactions and lesion
formation. Horses may lose their hair in the
infected areas because of fly feeding. No
effective control measures are available for these
flies.

Horn Fly
Horn flies often attack horses which are pastured
near cattle. These blood-feeding flies do not
develop in horse manure but migrate to horses
from cattle pastures. They do feed on horses and
may build to more than 65 flies per animal. In
Florida they are common and persistent blood
feeders causing damage by irritating the animal
and producing skin lesions. The life cycle of the

Black Flies

horn fly takes place only in fresh cattle manure

The black flies are small flies and are not as
common in Florida as in other regions. Eighteen
species are reported for Florida. Four species
feed on cattle and horses. Damage from black
flies feeding includes animal losses along the
river basins. Death usually occurs as a
consequence of an acute toxemia caused by vast
number of bites or as a result of anaphylactic
shock. Both weakness from heavy blood loss

House Fly

and suffocation by inhalation may also cause
animal loss. Diseases are vectored by black flies
in other regions of the world.

House fly damage to horses is from annoyance
caused by persistent feeding on the muzzle, eyes
and open wounds. Animals become nervous,

restless, and reduce food intake. House flies are

The blow flies are most numerous in the spring

also intermediate hosts for stomach worms

and fall. In general eggs are laid in open wounds

(Habronema), diseases and parasites of horses.

and putrid organic debris. The larvae develop by

It has also been shown that the house fly is

feeding on dead tissue or living tissue. As the

capable of transmitting diseases such as bovine

larvae mature they fall out and pupate in the

mastitis and pink eye. In addition house flies are

ground. About 17 days are required from egg to

known to be contaminated with more than 100

adult.

species of pathogenic organisms.

Eye Gnat
Eye gnats are very common small flies seen

Lice

around the faces of horses throughout the
summer months. The larvae develop in organic

Two biting lice and one sucking louse (Figure

matter in the soil. No effective control methods

14) infest horses and mules. Heavy infestations

are available for this pest.

usually are seen in the winter and may cause
anemia, unthriftiness, loss of condition, stunting
of growth, uneasiness, loss of hair and even
sores, wounds and scabs from rubbing. Lice are
permanent parasites of their hosts, spending the
entire life cycle on the host. Most species live
only a short time off the animal and are not
found on other animal species.

Blow Fly

Mosquito
Mosquitoes are small, two-winged flies with
piercing sucking mouthparts. Females of most
species suck blood, males do not. Mosquitoes
attack all kinds of warm-blooded animals,
domestic and wild. Florida has many species
recorded as economic pests on livestock.

Mite
The itch, or mange mites (Figure 14), are small
ovoid mites about as big around as the cross
section of a straight pin (1/16 inch). The eight
legs are very short and barely extend beyond the
margin of the body. They burrow just beneath
the skin making very slender winding tunnels
from 1/10 to 1 inch long. The fluid discharged at
the tunnel openings dries to form dry nodules.
These mites secrete an extremely irritating toxin,
that when combined with the tunneling, causes
extreme host reactions and itching. The host
reaction causes the skin to slough off in the
infested areas.

Ticks
Two general groups of ticks attack horses, hard
ticks and soft ticks. Hard ticks (Figure 18) have
long association with the host, feed slowly, take
a large blood meal, drop from the host to molt,
and lay many eggs. Their mouthparts are
anterior and may be seen from above. Ticks are
easily distinguished from insects, since the body
is not definitely divided and the strong fusion of
the thorax and abdomen produces a sac-like
leathery appearance. A distinct head is lacking,
but there is a head-like structure which bears
recurved teeth that are inserted into the wound,
allowing the tick to hold on strongly

Identifying common
diseases and their
effects

Tetanus (lockjaw)
Tetanus is caused by a bacterial toxin normally
found in the soil and in the feces of horses. The
bacteria that produce the tetanus toxin need a
decreased oxygen supply to multiply, so any
area where there is a deep puncture wound or
where a wound has healed over (such as the
navel stump of a newborn foal) is an area where
tetanus can thrive. Symptoms of tetanus include
a protrusion of the third eyelid and stiff neck,
progressing to overall muscle stiffness causing a
'sawhorse' stance. Tetanus is often fatal, but a
yearly vaccine can prevent it, and the vaccine is
a good idea because small cuts can go unnoticed
and become infected.

Equine Encephalomyelitis (sleeping
sickness)
This is a disease that affects the nervous system,
and can be caused by equine encephalomyelitis
viruses (Eastern, Western, and Venezuelan),
which are carried by mosquitoes. Signs include
depression and a high fever, followed by a
period when the horse appears blind, nervous
and uncoordinated, with muscle tremors, and
eventually, complete paralysis. Proper
vaccination and good mosquito control are
important to help prevent this disease.

Equine Influenza
This viral disease is spread by inhalation of
drops of infective material. Signs include a dry,
hacking cough, sudden onset of fever, watery
nasal discharge, weakness, loss of appetite and
depression. Infection with equine influenza is
rarely fatal but can cause problems such as
emphysema, pneumonia or bronchitis.

Equine Herpesvirus
(rhinopneumonitis, rhino, viral
abortion)
There are 2 types of equine herpesvirus: EHV-1,
which causes respiratory disease (fever, cough,
nasal discharge), reproductive problems
(abortion, stillbirth), and neurological problems
(hindlimb weakness, difficulty walking,
sometimes paralysis); and EHV-4, which is
usually limited to respiratory problems. Once a
horse has been infected with EHV-1 or EHV-4,

he will always be a carrier, and may shed the
virus during times of stress.

West Nile Virus
Horses get WNV by being bitten by an infected
mosquito; some horses do not show any signs
and recover on their own, but in some horses the
infection affects the central nervous system and
causes signs including fever, weakness or
paralysis of the hind limbs, impaired vision, lack
of coordination, head pressing, convulsions,
inability to swallow, and coma.

Rabies
This is a viral infection of the central nervous
system, and although it is not common in horses,
rabies can be transmitted to horses by the bite of
an infected animal such as a skunk, raccoon, fox,
dog or bat. Rabies can be transmitted to people.
We recommend that you check with your
veterinarian regarding recommendations for
rabies vaccination for your horse.

Strangles
This contagious respiratory disease is caused by
a bacterial infection. Signs include a fever, thick,
yellow, nasal discharge and swollen, abscessed
lymph nodes under the jaws. The infection is
spread by infected material from nasal discharge
or abscesses contaminating stalls, feed troughs,
pastures, etc. Young horses are the most
susceptible to strangles.

Potomac Horse Fever
This disease is a bacterial infection of the blood
and tissues. It is much more common in spring,
summer and early fall and is only found in
certain areas of the country. Signs include a
fever, depression, decreased gut sounds, and a
profuse, watery diarrhea that can lead to
laminitis, colic, dehydration, shock, and death.

The Process of
Grooming

Grooming, also an important part of
management, includes daily
inspection of the horse to check for
cuts, bruises, or any problem. It also
means that the horse’s foot is picked
up and cleaned with a hoof pick
before and after each ride. Then the
horse’s body is groomed to remove
dirt and hair from the entire body.
First go over the horse with a curry
comb in a circular motion, except for
the bony areas around the knees and
hocks. Then brush the horse with a
stiff-bristled brush. Comb the mane
and tail to eliminate tangles; do this
carefully in order not to break off and
excessive number of hairs.
Next shine the horse with a dandy
brush and a grooming cloth to bring
out the oils in his hair coat. After
riding the horse, you can bathe him or
simply scrape the sweat with a
scraper. If a horse is unduly sweaty it
is a good idea to bathe him to remove
the perspiration and salt that have
accumulated

Body Brush

Curry Comb

Dandy Brush

Sweat Scraper

Hoof Pick

Mane/Tail Comb

Grooming Cloth

